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CLIENT: Liverpool  TAFE 
LOCATION: Liverpool, NSW
DURATION: October 2001 - March 2003

Donnelley Constructions was contracted by South West 
Sydney Institute of Tafe to design and construct a flexible 
learning centre to service both individual and groups of 
students and accommodate conference and business 
forums.  The contemporary architectural design boasts a 
range of appropriately sized rooms to suit a wide variety of 
training needs including a lecture theatre, which enable large 
groups to communicate with state of the art audio visual 
equipment.  

Completed in time and on budget, the building comprises 
some 4000 m2 floor area over four levels built around a 
perfect ellipsis which rises over three of the levels to form 
an impressive atrium.  The entry features Sydney Blue Gum 
parquetry flooring, a curved steel framed staircase lined with 
Sydney Blue Gum treads, structural steel glazed balustrade 
and Tasmanian Oak handrails.  The external wall of the 
ellipsis has been covered in a tiled and painted mural.  

It is a concrete and steel framed building finished externally 
with feature polished and split face masonry walls, polished 
precast panels; curved insulated Colorbond cladding, 
Colorbond metal roof, decorative concrete paving tiles, and 
aluminium sun shading.

Donnelley Constructions was contracted by South West Sydney Institute of Tafe to design and construct a 
flexible learning centre to service both individual and groups of students.
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Project Profile



Donnelleys experience with live, sensitive environments which 
include both stakeholders and the public, was key to ensuring a 
harmonious delivery“

Phone: 02 9634 1233
Fax: 02 9634 1190 
Email: builder@doncon.com.au
www.doncon.com.au
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As this was such a highly detailed project, construction 
difficulties were numerous.  Hazardous materials in the 
existing ground had to be remediated and disposed of offsite 
and due to the significance of the site being adjacent to the 
original Railway Station Master’s cottage. Archaeological and 
Heritage controls were put in place through the engagement 
of a specialist Heritage Consultant. 

The successful construction of the ellipse meant meticulous 
setting out and assembly over the rising three levels.  
Shop drawing and fabrication of the curved raking stairs in 
structural steel, together with the sourcing and constructing 
of the curved treads and landings from the solid Sydney Blue 
Gum timber proved demanding.

However, Donnelley Constructions rose to the challenge and 
successfully delivered an outstanding end product. 


