
As with Stage 2, the prospect of working in a live school environment always 
poses a challenge to a project. Cabramatta High School remained open during 
the Stage 3 works.  Donnelley Constructions priority was to ensure that no 
works exposed students or staff to hazards, as well as minimising noise disrup-
tion to school activities. 

A major challenge of this project was controlling site access into the school 
during school hours. With Roads and carparks being excavated, strict traffic 
control procedures were put in place to ensure the safety of students, staff 
and construction workers. Donnelley Constructions approach to shared access 
sites is always one of consideration and professionalism.

The school is bordered by approximately 20 neighbouring houses who are 
within close proximity of the boundary fence. Additionally, the majority of 
these neighbours were non-English speaking, increasing the difficulty of 
communication. The site team’s ability to communicate with stakeholders in all 
situations saw them manage the challenges, and ensure a smooth delivery was 
achieved. 

Project Challenges

SYDNEY UNI PC2 CHEMISTRY LABORATORY

Client 
Value
Dates 
Location

University of Sydney

$850,000

Jun 2011 - Der 2011

Darlington, NSW

Project Profile

Donnelley Constructions was engaged by the University of 
Sydney to carry out a complete refurbishment of an existing 
PC2 chemistry laboratory at the Darlington campus. This 
included a complete fit-out, services, power boards and 
the highest quality chemically resistant bench tops as per 
specification.

The nature of the project site meant that access was tight 
and limited and that material storage space was scarce. 
Additionally, the University remained an open, live site during 
the construction period, with ongoing operations requiring 
consideration from the site team. 

Existing, fully operational laboratories also surrounded the 
works. Donnelleys kept communication open and clear and 
minimised disruptions wherever possible with proper notice 
and safety barricades. 

The successful delivery of the refurbishment established 
an excellent relationship between Donnelley 
Constructions and the University of Sydney.
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Another challenge arose when Donnelleys were required to remove 350mm of load bearing 
brickwork in order to progress. The load had to be supported temporarily throughout the 
remainder of construction, which required strict safety adherence and professionalism. The 
team also managed the safe removal of asbestos from site where required. 

The successful delivery of the refurbishment established an excellent relationship between 
Donnelley Constructions and the University of Sydney. 

Since this project, Donnelley Constructions has gone on to complete other significant contracts 
for the University, including the I A Watson Grains Research Facility at Narrabri, and the 
Veterinary Science Clinic at Camden.
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